
Geography Vocabulary 

Strand EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Forwards 
Backwards 
Above 
Under 
Below 
Different 
Similar 

Near 
Far 
Left 
Right 
Long 
Short 
Wide 
Narrow 
 

Compass 
Points 
Direction 
North, South, 
West and East 
Study 
Environment 
Local 
Distance 
Distant 
Seasonal 
 

Political Map 
Physical (relief) 
Map 
North East, 
North West, 
South East, 
South West 
Grid Reference 
Symbols 
Key 
Landscape 
Diagram 
Graph/chart 
Plan 
 

Aerial Map  
Satellite 
Scale (maps) 
Distance 
Analyse 
Patterns 
Ordnance 
Survey Map 
 

Ordnance 
Survey Map 
Contour Lines 
Climate (zone) 
Vegetation 
(belt) 
Biome 
 

Import 
Export 
Trade 
Trade pattern 
GDP (Gross 
Domestic 
Product) 



Human and 
Physical 
Geography 

Natural 
Man made 
Sea 

Seasons 
Spring 
Summer 
Autumn 
Winter 
Ocean 
Beach 
Cliff 
Mountain 
Ocean 
River 

Coast 
Cliff 
Valley 
Vegetation 
Rainforest 
Humid 

Human 
Geography 
Physical 
Geography 
Water cycle 
Drought 
(weather) 
patterns 
 

Landscape 
Meander 
Flood Plain 
Estuary 
Source 
Delta 
Confluence  
Natural 
Disaster 
Tectonic Plates 
Plate 
boundaries 
Earthquake 
Volcano 
Magma 
Magma 
Chamber 
Crater 
Epicentre 
Aftershock 
 

Vegetation 
Topography 
Coastal 
Inland 
Topography 
Erosion 
Deposition 
Longshore 
Drift 
Hurricane 
Tornado 
Cyclone 
Monsoon 
Eye (of the 
storm) 
Storm surge 

Sustainability 
Natural 
Resources 
Migration 
Renewable 
Non-Renewable 
Hydro-electric 
Fossil fuel 
Biomes 



 

 

 

Locational and 
Place 
Knowledge 

World 
Place 
Globe 
Map 
Town  
Street 
Home 
House 
Country 
Africa 
 

Community 
Town and city 
Atlas 
 

Equator 
(North and 
South) poles 
Continent 

City 
Town 
Village 
Population 
Capital City 
 
 

Development 
Settlement 
Inhabitant 
Urban 
Rural 
County 
Region 

Prime/Greenwi
ch Meridian 
Hemisphere 
Physical Map 
Political Map 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Tropics of 
Capricorn and 
Cancer 
 

Year 6 should 
review all the 
vocabulary 
taught 
throughout the 
children’s 
geographical 
journey through 
school. 



Examples of Stem Questions 

 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
 

Year 5 
 

Year 6 

Why do you like 
living in the town 
you live in? 

What is good/bad 
about living 
where you do? 

What is it like to 
live in this place? 
 
How are the four 
seasons different? 

How are the 
environments at 
the Equator and 
the poles 
different? 
 
How would you 
get from ___ to 
___? 
 
Why are ____ 
important? 
 
How have we 
changed…? 

How are these 
maps different? 
 
Is a big 
population living 
by a river a good 
or bad thing?  
Why? 
 
How does ____ 
change the 
landscape? 
 
What does this 
graph/chart/table 
tell you about…? 
Where is…? 

Why is a growing 
population a big 
problem? 
 
How are urban 
and rural 
communities 
different/similar? 
 
When an 
environment 
changes, how 
does it affect 
people? 
 
How has ____ 
changed? Use the 
graph/chart/table 
to explain why. 

Why did this 
community grow 
along/beside…? 
 
If ____ happens, 
how will ____ 
change? 
 
How does the 
climate affect 
people’s/a 
community’s way 
of life? 
 
Why should ____ 
be/not be built 
here? 
How do these 
landscapes differ? 
 
 

Why do major 
trade centres 
grow up 
near/around…? 
 
What are the 
pros/cons of using 
natural 
resources/fossil 
fuels? 
 
What could we 
use if all the fossil 
fuels run out? 
Why? 
 
How has ____ 
changed over 
time? 


