
 

School overview of the teaching of Geography 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 
 

 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
EYFS 

Shows care and concern for living things and the environment. 
Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects. 
Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world. 

 
Year 1 

The school and its grounds. 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork. 
 
Use simple field work and 
observational skills to study 
Geography of their school and its 
grounds 
 
Create simple maps. 
 
Fieldwork opportunity – tour of 
school grounds and identify features 
and label on map/plan. 

The four corners of the world. 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
 
Map work  
Positional language – 
North/South/East/West  
 
Locating cold places on the map 
(equator, North and South Pole)  

The United Kingdom. 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
 
Name and locate the four 
countries in the United Kingdom  
 
Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries. 
 
 

The United Kingdom. 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
 
Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four capital 
cities of the United Kingdom  
 
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork. 
 
Use aerial photographs to plan 
perspectives and recognise 
landmarks. 

The weather in The United 
Kingdom. 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
 
Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom. 

Our local area. 
 
Human and physical 
geography. 
 
Local Geography - looking at 
human and physical features. 
Name familiar places in our 
community – are they human or 
physical. 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
 
Map work – location and direction. 
 
 

 
Year 2 

The United Kingdom. 
 
Human and physical geography. 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
The four countries of the UK and the 
seas surrounding us. 
 
Human and physical features of the 
four countries of the UK. 

The World 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Naming the continents and oceans of 
the world and their location on the 
globe. 
 
Learning how to use simple atlas 
features, e.g. key, index. 

The Equator and the poles 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
What is the function and 
location of the equator? 
 
Compare and contrast the two 
poles. 

Why is London where it is? 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Human and physical geography. 
Our capital city – landmarks etc. 
Compare maps to 1666. 
Why is London where it is? 

Maltby – our local area. 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork. 
Compass directions 
Study of the school’s location 
and its vicinity.  
The location of Maltby in 
relationship to neighbouring 
towns. Compare and contrast 
Maltby to local towns. 
 
Fieldwork opportunity - Use 
maps to plan a route from 
school to an area in the local 
community. 
Visit the local area taking 
photographs. 
 

Asian Case Study – Japan  
 
Human and physical 
geography. 
Compare Maltby to an area in a 
contrasting non-European country. 
Map work of Japan: its location, 
continent and location in relation 
to the UK. 
Compare life in a small rural 
Japanese town to Maltby. 
 
 



 
Year 3 

Climate 
 
Human and physical geography. 
 
What’s the difference between weather and climate? 
 
Weather conditions of the UK and other areas in Europe – the Arctic and the 
Mediterranean. 
 
The climate of the UK and how it’s changing. 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork. 
 
Fieldwork opportunity - Investigation into how temperatures fluctuate over a 
half term. 
 
 

African case study - Egypt 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
 
Geography of Egypt. Its location 
in the world. 
The Nile. Why does 90% of 
Egypt’s population live by the 
Nile. 
What is a desert? 
Desertification. 
 
Human and physical 
geography. 
 
The weather and climate of 
Egypt. 

Water 
 
Human and physical geography. 
 
Weather – precipitation. 
The water cycle – Where does our 
water come from? 
 
How climate change affects the 
water cycle. 
 
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork. 
 
Fieldwork opportunity - Investigation 
into the rainfall levels in our local 
area. 
 

Rainforests 
 
Locational and place knowledge. 
 
The locations of the world’s rainforest linked to the Equator. 
The layers of the rainforest. 
The climate of rainforests. 
 
Human and physical geography. 
 
The effect that humans have on the rainforests. 
Deforestation. 
Using Rainforests in a sustainable way. 
 

 
Year 4 

Rivers 
 
Human and physical geography 
 
What are rivers? 
 
Study the features of rivers from source to mouth. 
 
Key rivers of the UK and around the world. 
 
The importance of rivers. Why are so many cities built on the banks of a 
river? Study of locations and their relationship with the waterways – London 
and the Thames. 
 
Fieldwork opportunity – visit to a river or create a river bed. 
 
Year 4 this academic year, will have covered some aspects of rivers in Y3 so 
a conversation will need to be had with their Y3 teacher about what was 
covered. 
 
 

Tectonic plates – earthquakes, volcanoes and mountains. 
 
Human and physical geography. 
Geographical Skills 
Understand and use a widening range of geographical terms, fault lines, 
Tectonic Plates, earthquakes and volcanoes. Understand how they are 
formed. 
 
Why doesn’t the UK have powerful earthquakes? Look at the location of 
the UK in relation to plate boundaries. 
 
Understand the effect of landscape features (Vesuvius) on the 
development of a locality. Positives and negatives of living near a 
volcano. 
 
How are volcanoes and mountains similar? 
 

Where in the world do we live? The wider region. 
How has Maltby’s land use changed over the years? 
 
Locational and place knowledge. 
The location of our local area and country within the context of the 
wider world. Continents and countries. 
Looking local maps past and present. Ordnance survey maps – Arial 
maps. 
Know how the locality is set within a wider geographical context. 
 
Human and physical geography. 
Describe human features of the cities, counties and regions of the 
United Kingdom. 
Understand the effect of landscape features on the development of a 
locality. 
Describe how people have been affected by changes in the 
environment.  
The physical and human geography of Yorkshire. 
Study of locations in Yorkshire – Physical and human. 
 
Geographical Skills and Field Work. 
4 figure grid references. 
 
Fieldwork opportunity – visit to Sheffield and local area walks. 
Take photographs of locations within the local area and compare 
them with photographs of the same location taken in the past. 
 
 



 
Year 5 

European case study. 
 
The geography of Greece 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Map work of European cities and 
capitals. Where is Greece within 
Europe? 
 
Human and physical. 
The human and physical geography 
of Greece and how it affected their 
history and affects modern day 
Greece. 
 
Geographical Skills and 
fieldwork. 
Digital and aerial mapping. Locating 
features using aerial and digital 
photos. Identifying features within 
Greece. Then using local aerial 
photographs, what familiar features 
can they spot? 

Natural disasters around the 
world linked to weather 
 
Geographical Skills and 
fieldwork. 
Climate zones and climate change. 
Weather patterns. 
Hurricanes 
Tornadoes 
 
Human and physical. 
Geographical Skills and 
fieldwork. 
Topic vocabulary linked to natural 
disasters. 
Map work locating natural features. 
Digital Mapping. 
How do fault lines and volcanoes 
affect humans? 
Continental drift 
 
For this academic year – Year 5 will 
also need to cover earthquakes as 
well. 

Longitude, latitude and 
time zones.  
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Time zones. 
 
Importance of latitude and 
longitude. 
 
Field work opportunity – 
Position of the Sun throughout 
the sky during the day. 

Asian case study – India 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Map work – India and surrounding 
countries on maps. 
 
Human and physical. 
Human and physical features of 
India. 
Case studies of contrasting locations 
in India – rural and urban. Rich and 
poor. 
Trade in India. 
The strains of a high population on 
the resources of India. 

How do humans change 
the environment? 
 
Human and physical. 
Know about changes to world 
environment over time – 
extinction. 
How animals adapt to 
different environments and 
why? 
How can landscapes give us 
clues about extinction events? 
 
How have humans affected the 
environment to cause 
extinction? 
Case studies: 

 The Aral Sea 
 The Three Gorges 

Dam, China. 
 
 
 

The coast and our relationship 
with it. 
 
Human and physical. 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Review the seas surrounding the 
United Kingdom and the oceans of 
the world. 
Topic vocabulary linked to the 
coast. Look at how coastal features 
are formed. 
Map work locating natural 
features. Digital Mapping. 
How do humans live with and 
manage erosion? 
Why do so many people live by the 
sea? 
 
Geographical Skills and 
fieldwork. 
 
Fieldwork opportunity – Visit to the 
coast – Filey. Look at the effects of 
erosion. 

 
Year 6 

How do we use our land in the 
local area? 
 
Locational and place 
knowledge. 
Look at how we use our land in the 
local area and in the UK as a whole 
and local at how this has changed 
and suggest reasons for this.  
 
Geographical Skills and 
fieldwork. 
Human and physical. 
Follow aerial maps of Maltby and 
look at vocabulary linked to the local 
area. 
Four and six figure grid references. 
 
Fieldwork opportunities – visit a 
location from an OS map of a local 
area and identify the features in the 
location, that the symbols on the 
map represent. 

Energy – where does our energy 
come from? 
 
Human and physical geography 
Look at where we get our energy 
from. 
 
Look at renewable and non-
renewable energy – pros and cons of 
them. 
 
What was Maltby’s role in energy 
production? 
 
The links and interdependence of 
some countries on others for energy 
– the issue of dependency on Russian 
oil in light of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. 
 
Fieldwork opportunities – visit to 
power station/wind farm. 
 
 

African case study – The geography of South Africa. 
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Look at the physical and human geography of South Africa.  
Rich vs, poor. Why? 
Look at socio economic factors, which affect South Africa. 
The natural resources of South Africa. 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork. 
6 figure grid references. 
Arial and digital photographs – compare and contrast locations within 
South Africa. 
 

North and South American case study 
 
Locational and place knowledge 
Study of South and North America. 
Human and physical geography. 
Environmental regions. 
Climate zones. 
Countries and key cities and comparisons between them – rich v. 
poor – Uruguay and Venezuela. Canada and Mexico. 
Variations of wealth in both North and South America – why is 
Uruguay so rich and Venezuela so poor? 
Trade links. 
 

 


